Sophomore English Research: Heroes
	Your Name
	  

	Teacher
	          

	Mods
	          

	BigSix 1: Task Definition

	Hero’s Name
	          

	Questions
	Based on the reading you’ve done so far, what do you already know about your hero? What do you want or need to know about your hero in order to write your paper? Type that information in the chart below, and use it to help focus and guide your research.

	Know
	Want or need to know

	          
	          

	 
	 
	 


 
	BigSix 2: Information Strategies

	Find the best sources
	Because you are working on a deadline, it’s important to spend your research time with only the best sources of information. Good sources are:
    Correct: Contain truthful information
    Complete: Include all the details
    Current: Written in recent times
    Detailed: Have enough facts to use
    Reliable: Written by a true expert

	List possible sources for facts about your hero?
	          


 
 

 

	Plan your biography search
	The key to finding information about your topic within a source is having a good vocabulary. Review your assignment sheet from your teacher and your research organizer about the hero’s Life. Which aspects of the hero’s life do you want to focus on today?

	 
	1.      Type your hero’s name in the major topic box.
2.      Type the aspects of the hero’s life that you want to investigate in each of the subtopic boxes.
3.      Are there synonyms (other words that mean the same thing) that could describe your subtopics? Use a dictionary or thesaurus to find synonyms. Type any synonyms in the box below each subtopic.
Use your hero’s name, subtopics, and synonyms to find information in your sources. As you conduct your research and learn more about your topic, keep adjusting your list of synonyms.

	Search Terms: Hero’s Life

	1.     Major topic
	          

	 
	 
	and
	 
	 
	and
	 
	 
	and
	 
	 
	and
	 

	2.     Subtopics
	          
	 
	     
	 
	     
	 
	     

	 
	 
	or
	 
	 
	or
	 
	 
	or
	 
	 
	or
	 

	3.     Synonyms
	          
	 
	 
         
	 
	    
      
	 
	          


 
 

  

 
	  

BigSix 3: Location & Access

	    Find information about your topic by using only the resources listed in this packet.
    During your class time in the Media Center, do not use any sources that are not listed in this packet. For example, you may not use Google or Wikipedia. 
    If you use sources that are not listed in this packet, you will lose 10 points from your grade.

	Biography databases
	Electronic databases are available from the Media Center web site. (To use databases from home, be sure to pick up a copy of the passwords bookmark.)

	 
	1.      Use and combine your search terms to find at least one article about your hero from two different databases listed below.
·  Biography Resource Center 

· ABC-CLIO World History or American History 

· EBSCOhost Student Research Center 

· Facts on File Modern World History 

· EBSCOhost Web-MasterFILE Premier 

· Elite 500 Journal Articles (found in InfoTrac) 
 Read or skim each article to make sure it is relevant to your topic.
2.      Print a complete copy of each article for yourself, and save it in your research folder. (Get permission before printing articles longer than 10 pages.)
3.      Then print just the first page of each article. Write your name on those pages, and label them #3.1 and #3.2.
4.      Fill in the information form below about each article.


 

	Article #3.1
	Database used: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biography Resource Center                   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facts on File Modern World   History
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost Student Research Center      FORMCHECKBOX 
 ABC-CLIO World History or                             American  History
                                                FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost Web-MasterFILE Premier      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elite 500 Journal Articles  (found in InfoTrac)                                                     

	
	Search terms used:           

	
	Article title:
            

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?
            

	 
	 


	Article #3.2
	Database used (must be different than the one used for article 3.1): 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Biography Resource Center                  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Facts on File Modern World History
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  EBSCOhost Student Research Center     FORMCHECKBOX 
  ABC-CLIO World History or American History

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost Web-MasterFILE Premier      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elite 500 Journal Articles  (found in InfoTrac)

	
	Search terms used:           

	
	Article title:       
     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?       
     


  

 
 
 

	History databases
	Using your biography research, identify the time period during which your hero lived: 

	 
	Hero’s time period:      

	 
	1.      Use and combine your search terms to find at least one article about the times that influenced your hero from one of the databases listed below.
    ABC-CLIO American History (try the timeline under Topic Explorations)
    ABC-CLIO World History (try the timeline under Topic Explorations)
    EBSCOhost History Reference Center
    Facts on File History databases (try the Timelines by Era)

	 
	2.      Read or skim each article to make sure it is relevant to your topic.
3.      Print a complete copy of the article for yourself, and save it in your research folder. (Get permission before printing articles longer than 10 pages.)
4.      Then print just the first page of the article. Write your name on that page, and label it #3.3.
5.      Fill in the information form below about the article.


 
  

 
	Article #3.3
	Database used: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ABC-CLIO American History                           FORMCHECKBOX 
 EBSCOhost History Reference Center
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  ABC-CLIO World History                               FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facts on File History  Database

	
	Search terms used:             

	
	Article title:         
     

	
	What questions will this article help you answer? What kinds of information does it provide?         
     

	 
	 


 
 

	Library catalog 
	1.      Go to the Media Center web site:
1.      Click the link for the Online Catalog
2.      Type your hero’s name (LastName, FirstName) in the Find box, and click the Subject button
3.      Look for a link to WebPath Express Results
4.      Are there WebPath Express Results for your hero?
  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes
    Click the WebPath Express Results link.
    Pick a site from the WebPath Express Results.
    Evaluate it using the form below.
    Take notes or print any information that will be helpful to your research.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
    Skip the form below, and continue to the exercise.


 
  

 
	Web Site Evaluation
Please use complete sentences to provide a thorough answer to each question

	Site name
	          

	Address (URL)
	          

	Who
	Who wrote or published the site? What are the author’s qualifications to write about this topic? How can you contact the author if you have questions?
          

	What
	Is the information accurate? Are spelling and grammar correct? What kinds of information can you use from this site?
          


	Why
	What is the purpose of this site? Why was it published? What is the domain type and does it make sense?
          

	Useful
	Will this site be useful for my research project?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes       FORMCHECKBOX 
No     Why?       
     


 
 

	Pathfinder
	Pathfinders point you to resources selected and evaluated by librarians for use on your assignment.
1.      Pick at least one web site from the pathfinder and evaluate it.
2.      Print any useful information from the web site and save it in your research folder. (Get permission before printing articles longer than 10 pages.)


 
  

 
	Web Site Evaluation
Please use complete sentences to provide a thorough answer to each question

	Site name
	          

	Address (URL)
	          

	Who
	Who wrote or published the site? What are the author’s qualifications to write about this topic? How can you contact the author if you have questions?
          

	What
	Is the information accurate? Are spelling and grammar correct? What kinds of information can you use from this site?
          

	Why
	What is the purpose of this site? Why was it published? What is the domain type and does it make sense?
          

	Useful
	Will this site be useful for my research project?   FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes       FORMCHECKBOX 
 No     Why?       
     


 
	BigSix 4: Use Information

	In your classroom and at home, you will read the information you have collected in your research folder and take notes on it. Try these note-taking tips:
    Be choosy: Don’t copy every sentence. Look for the main points.
    Code it: Put stars, exclamation points, or other marks next to the facts you want to review later.
    Remember the assignment: Read your teacher’s instructions. Ask yourself, “What details do I need to find to do this correctly?”
    Use reading strategies: Most texts – whether online or in print – will give you clues about what’s important.


 
  

 
	Reading Strategies

	Main points
    Section headings
    Topic sentences
    Thesis statements
    Supporting ideas
    Action words
    Nouns
	“Juicy” info
    Large blocks of text
    Photo captions
    Explanations
    Examples
	Info patterns
    Graphs
    Charts
    Diagrams
    Lists
    Dates
	Special vocabulary
    Keywords
    Jargon
    Special terms
    Definitions
    Glossaries


 
	BigSix 5: Synthesis

	In your classroom and at home, you will put together the notes you have taken and create an outline, write a rough draft, and follow your teacher’s guidelines to produce the final version of your paper. Try these synthesis tips:
    Read your notes and rewrite them in your own words.
    Look for major themes to organize your writing.
    Try a variety of writing techniques:
o        Compare: How things are the same and different
o        Contrast: How things are different
o        Explain: The reason for something
o        Describe: Tell using details
    For writing help, see the resources in the Media Center’s Writing Subject Guide.
    Always note the page number or other ways to find the information in your original source.
    Enclose direct quotes in quotation marks.
    Properly cite your sources using MLA style. For help, see the Citing Sources section of the Media Center’s online Research Guide.


 
  

 
	BigSix 6: Evaluation

	As you work on your project, take time at the end of every day to reflect on your progress, identify problem areas, and plan your next research session.


 
	Day 1 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …
           

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …
            

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …
            


 
	Day 2 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …
          

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …
          

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …
          


 
	Day 3 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …
          

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …
          

	
	Plan: Tomorrow I will focus on finding …
          


 
	Day 4 reflection
	Progress: Today I learned or found …
          

	
	Problems: Today I had trouble with …
          

	
	Plan: As I continue my research, I will focus on finding …
          

	
	Summary: I feel that the Big6 research process and my time in the Media Center has …
            


 
 

